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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 2-4, 7, 9-11, 14, 16-18, 21-24, 27-29, and 32-34 have been examined. 



Examiner's Amendment 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with attorney John Guay on August 17, 2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claims 1, 5, 6, 8, 12, 13, 15, 19, 20, 26, 31, and 36 are hereby cancelled without 
prejudice or disclaimer. Applicant reserves the right to pursue the subject matter of 
these claims in a continuing application. 

In claim 2, "The method as set forth in claim 1" is hereby amended to "The 
method as set forth in claim 7". 

In claim 3, "The method as set forth in claim 1" is hereby amended to "The 
method as set forth in claim 7". 

In claim 4, "The method as set forth in claim 1" is hereby amended to "The 
method as set forth in claim 7". 

In claim 7, in the seventh line, "at least one of the consumable" is hereby 
amended to "at least one of the consumables' 
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In claim 9, "The method as set forth in claim 8" is hereby amended to "The 
method as set forth in claim 14". 

In claim 10, "The method as set forth in claim 8" is hereby amended to "The 
method as set forth in claim 14". 

In claim 11, "The method as set forth in claim 8" is hereby amended to "The 
method as set forth in claim 14". 

In claim 14, in the ninth line, "at least one of the consumable" is hereby amended 
to "at least one of the consumables". 

In claim 16, "The method as set forth in claim 15" is hereby amended to "The 
method as set forth in claim 21". 

In claim 17, "The method as set forth in claim 15" is hereby amended to "The 
method as set forth in claim 21". 

In claim 18, "The method as set forth in claim 15" is hereby amended to "The 
method as set forth in claim 21". 

At the end of claim 22, the period after "peripheral device" is hereby replaced by 
a comma, and followed by "and the distributing further comprises allocating the at 
least a portion of the payment to the retailer that sold the peripheral device.". 

At the end of claim 27, the period after "peripheral device" is hereby replaced by 
a comma, and followed by "and the distributing further comprises allocating the at 
least a portion of the payment to the retailer that sold the peripheral device.". 
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At the end of claim 36, the period after "retrieved information" is hereby replaced 
by a comma, and followed by "and the distributing further comprises allocating the 
at least a portion of the payment to the retailer that sold the peripheral device.". 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 7 and 2-4 are allowed. 
Claims 14 and 9-11 are allowed. 
Claims 21 and 16-18 are allowed. 
Claims 22-24 are allowed. 
Claims 27-29 are allowed. 
Claims 32-34 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The closest 
prior art of record, Hayward et al. (U.S. Patent 6,629,134), discloses a method 
comprising: displaying with a device a status of at least one consumable in the device, 
and information about ordering at least one of the consumables when at least one 
condition occurs (Figures 3 and 4; column 5, line 10, through column 6, line 4); 
monitoring with the device for an input indicating that an order for at least one of the 
consumables has been placed (column 7, line 67, through column 8, line 38); and 
submitting with the device the order for at least one consumable to a supplier if the 
monitored input indicates an order should be placed (column 7, line 67, through column 
8, line 38). Hayward does not expressly disclose displaying the status of a plurality of 
consumables at one time, but does disclose displaying the status of various 
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consumables, such as paper and magenta ink (column 5, line 10, through column 6, line 
4). Hayward does not disclose that the monitoring and submitting are performed by the 
peripheral device, but Haines et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2003/0074268) 
teaches the peripheral device submitting the order (Abstract; paragraph 8; claim 1), and 
teaches configuring the peripheral device and coordination of orders over a group of 
peripherals or over time (paragraphs 54 and 55). Hayward discloses (as per claim 6, 
etc.) determining a distribution of at least a portion of the payment based on the 
retrieved information (column 8, lines 60-68). However, Hayward does not disclose that 
the retrieved information identifies a retailer that sold the device, and neither Hayward, 
Haines et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2002/0072998), nor any other prior art 
of record discloses that determining the distribution allocates the at least a portion of the 
payment to the identified retailer. (This statement is made with particular reference to 
claim 7, but the other potentially allowable claims are allowable on essentially the same 
grounds.) 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Harper (U.S. Patent 7,031 ,933) discloses a process for setting 



Application/Control Number: 10/053,416 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3625 

and storing ordering preferences and profile data locally. Haines et al. (U.S. Patent 
7,043,523) disclose a self-adjusting consumable order-assistance system and method. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nicholas D. Rosen, whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6762. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM, M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. Smith, can be reached on 571-272-6763. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Non-official/draft communications can be faxed to the examiner at 571-272-6762. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

NICHOLAS D. ROSEN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 

August 17, 2006 



